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Every Saturday, Tia Maria's tiny kitchen was crowded. The whole Garcia
family worked together to make dinner. Lucy's mom and dad were there.
Her uncles Ralph and Jorge were, too. Everybody was laughing and joking
and cooking.

Lucy loved those sounds... and the delicious smells!

Lucy and her big brother Marcus were also in the kitchen. Marcus was nine
years old. Lucy was seven. Sometimes Marcus treated Lucy like a baby. But
in Tia's kitchen, they were a team. It was their job to make the tortillas for
Tia to cook in her iron pan.

"Hand me that measuring cup,” Marcus ordered Lucy. He poured in just
enough masa harina. Next, he mixed the corn flour with water and sait.
Soon, it formed a dough, Lucy had a job, too. She rolled pieces of dough
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into perfect round balls. Then they took turns flattening each ball inside a
machine called the tortilia press.

The press was made from smooth wood and had shiny metal hinges. Tio
Jorge built it himself. Pushing a lever made the cover lift up and push down.

Lucy put a b_éll of ddugh inside. She pressed th'e cover down hard to make a
flat circie. | | |

"Make them nice and thin," Tia Maria instructed the kids. That way the
tortillas would fry perfectly. Lucy loved tortillas with beans, rice, and chicken.
Her favorite filling was pickled red onions. She always spooned on extra
vinegar, pink from the onions. It tasted so good!

Every time they made dinner at Ti_a Maria's, Lucy and Marcus played a
game. Each tried to eat more tortillas than the other. So far, Marcus always
won. |

"Maybe someday I'll win, " Lucy thought, rubbing her happy tummy. But she
didn't mind losing all that much. Somehow, eating the tortilias she and
Marcus made together was just as fun as winning... and yummier too!
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ReadWorks' Tortillas for Tfa Maria - Comprehension Questions

Name: o Date:
1. What does the Garcia family do together every Saturday? [ieral Reced)

A. make dinner
B. play card games
C. listen to music

2. What is the setting of this story? Livjkeal Recall (story Shruchur€)

A.in Tia Maria's kitchen
B. in Lucy's backyard
C. at Lucy and Marcus' school

3. Read the following sentences from the text.

"Sometimes Marcus treated Lucy like a baby. But in Tia's kitchen, they were a team.
It was their job to make the tortillas for Tia to cook in her iron pan."

What can you conclude about Marcus and Lucy based on this information? ( inference)

A. Marcus and Lucy don't see each other a lot, but they hang out in Tia's kitchen.

B. Marcus is in charge of making the tortilla fillings, and Lucy makes the tortillas.

C. Having a job to do together makes Marcus act differently towards Lucy.

4, Based on this text, how does Lucy feel about making tortillas for dinner with her (jaferenced
family?

~ A. She feels happy and excited about it

B. She feels sad and confused about it.
C. She feels nervous and scared about it.

5. What is this text mostly about? ( main | cewtral 1dea)
A. Lucy doesn't know how to make tortillas, but Marcus teaches her and then she can

help out,

B. Lucy and Marcus work together with their family to make delicious tortillas every
weekend.

C. Marcus makes the chicken and beans for the tortiilas, while Lucy makes the rice, and
together they make a great meal.
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6. Read the followmg sentences from the text. ( Cowtent C‘UCS/UOCGbV\GV\ﬁB

"Make them nice and thin Tia Maria instructed the kids. That way the tortﬂ!as would
fry perfectly.”

What does the word instructed most closely mean as it's used here?

A. told a story to someone
B. told someone to do something

C. celebrate with someocne
7. Choose the word that best completes the following sentences. ( grmmm‘( / k\\’-“ngf Gf)‘s)

First, Lucy puts a ball of dough in the tortilla press. __ , she presses the cover
down to make a flat circle. .

A. Then
B. Buf '
C. Because

8. What are Lucy's favonte thmgs to put ina tortilla? L\-'ri(aJ P.eml\

9. What game do Lucy and Marcus play together every week? Liferel P\e“’“

10 What is one of Lucy's favorite things about spending time with her famlly’? Bo'f"" f\' ]C; ol

o\\'aw\ﬂ
cowclgs fons
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. FLORIDAS B.ES.T. STANDARDS: ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Conte_xt Clues

~ Type. " Definition = = -~ Example =
P The definition of the word is incorporated Carey was lethargic; she did not
Definition | ; have enough energy to get out of
into the text. . !
bed and go to swim practice.
The author uses a word having the same or Rebecca, my best friend, has
Synonyms | similar meaning to other words in a been a companion to me for
sentence. many years,
Atonym | T St s e memmingby |7 v aions ot e
ntonyms providing a non-example or opposite. all ty
E 1 The definition of the word is given in the ggfg: :;léisigze ;I?éql?iz‘;ezigtisé
Xampies | porm of an example. 2 ] >
guests,
Th: reader 1; ablei;o maé(:celx{n educgted You can speak candidly to Mrs.
Inference | S oo USE reasoning or groun Dodd. She is an affable guidance
knowledge to determine the meaning of an
counselor.,
unknown word,
Word Relationships
Relationship | =~ Definition - B ‘Examples
Synonym Two words having the same or nearly the [strong : powerfusl
saime meaning tired : lethargic
stroll : amble
Antonym Two words having opposite meanings hot : cold
punctuai : tardy
gorgeous | grotesque
Homonym Two words having the same pronunciation [lie (antruth}) : lie (prone)
and spelling, but having different meanings jaddress (location) : address (speak
to)
Homophone |Two words having the same pronunciation, [there : their
but having different spellings and meanings [to : too
here : hear
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